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Weaving  
& Fiber Arts Center 
of the Weavers’ Guild of Rochester, Inc. 
Course Listings for May-August, 2018 
 
 

Who We Are 
The Weaving and Fiber Arts Center is the primary outreach activity of the Weavers' Guild of Rochester, Inc., a 501(c)3 
charitable organization. The Center, opened in January 2002, is located in Piano Works Mall. Managed entirely by Guild 
volunteers, it is supported financially by course tuition and tax-exempt gifts. We offer classes in a variety of fiber arts 
media. Learn more about the Weavers’ Guild at weaversguildofrochester.org 
 

Open Studios Show Initial Success 
During the winter The Center began hosting open studios to allow students 
and Guild members to come to the Center to work on projects outside of a 
scheduled class. Current studio weaving students have come to use the 
library and plan projects and have made progress on their assigned looms. A 
number of guild members have used the library and worked together on their 
portable projects in a congenial atmosphere. 
 

Below are the summer dates. A small donation is optional. No wet projects or 
dyeing for these sessions. Open studios run from 1 to 3:30 and are hosted by 
members of the volunteer management team. 

Sundays: May 27, June 10, July 8, August 19 
Mondays: May 7, June 4, July 2, August 6 

Tuesdays: May 22, June 26, July 17, August 28 
Wednesdays: May 9, June 13, July 25, August 8 
Thursdays: May 31, June 21, July 12, August 23 

Fridays: May 18, June 29, July 27, August 17 
Saturdays: May 12, June 9, July 21, August 4 

  
Blooming with Fiber Arts: Summer Classes for Kids 
Our recent courses during school vacations have shown that there are some very creative kids and grandkids out there 
who benefit from fiber arts courses specially designed for them. Whether it is felting, knitting, crocheting, sewing, or 
spinning, you will find a fascinating course, offered this summer. See page 11 for a list and note the symbol                 
next to course descriptions. These special rates are supported by a Genesee Valley Arts Grant. 
 

“Christmas in July” Offerings 
You will find courses this summer designed to jumpstart your Christmas gift giving or decorating. In addition to our 
weaving workshops, you’ll find a new knitting weekend workshop filled with new techniques, two block printing classes for 
cards and fabric, a workshop on making unique stuffed animals with your handwoven or felt remnants, dragon boat 
ornament classes, jewelry classes and felting classes. 
 

Progressive Classes 
Instructors Heather Olson and Marcia Weinert are offering two courses, that, if you put them together, result in a unique 
wearable project. Join Heather on May 6 (see page 8) to dye sock blanks to create two skeins of yarn that are exactly the 
same. Then, if you need assistance learning or refining sock knitting techniques, enroll in Marcia’s 3-session sock class 
on Tuesdays, May 8-22 (see page 7).  
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Weaving 
 

Opportunities for Beginning Weavers 
 

Try Weaving  
8201: Sunday, 5/13, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $33 
8202: Wednesday, 7/18, 6:00-8:30 PM FEE: $33 
 

Is weaving for you? Find out! You will experiment with 
color and texture while trying a table loom, inkle loom, 
rigid heddle loom, frame loom, and kumihimo braiding 
disk. As you sample these techniques, the instructor will 
provide lots of individual attention and help you explore 
possibilities for future weaving adventures. You may 
discover a new love, and take home a treasure! This 
fiber-filled experience is fun and educational for all—an 
adventure for parents, kids and friends.  
AGE: 8 & up 
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience 
INSTRUCTOR: Jan Hewitt Towsley 
 
Learn the Basics of Loom Weaving 
Table, Inkle or Rigid Heddle Loom 
8203: Sunday, 6/10, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $57 
8204: Wednesday, 8/8, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $57 
 

Learn about and experience the process of “How to Set 
Up a Simple Weaving Project,” and see if this is a hobby 
that you might enjoy. Students may use our table looms 
or bring their own table or rigid heddle loom to class. 
Note: The 6/10 class will highlight rigid heddle 
weaving. If you have one, bring it to the class. 
Students wishing to use our looms will plan, measure, 
prepare the loom and weave a 3-4” wide bookmark in 
this one-day workshop. Students who bring their own 
looms may begin a wider project (a scarf, table runner, 
or other simple item) for completion at home. This is a 
great way to get your project planned, measured and 
onto your loom! All participants will learn different 
methods, patterns and finishing tips. The instructor will 
contact students prior to class to discuss type of loom, 
project and yarn options. Beginners and those with some 
experience can repeat this class for continued learning 
opportunities. Bring bag lunch or purchase locally. 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience 
INSTRUCTOR: Jan Hewitt Towsley

 
Weaving 101: 4 Shafts 
8205: 8 Mondays: 5/7-7/2 (skip 5/28), 6:00-8:30 PM 
 FEE: $155 
 

Over the course of 8 weeks, students will learn how to 
plan a project, make a warp, dress a loom, weave and 
finish 4-shaft samples. This class is a round-robin 
format: students will have the chance to weave on 
several looms, each threaded with a different structure. 
We will explore how yarns, tie-ups, and treadlings will 
give varied results. Students will come away from this 
course with reference samples and an understanding of 
what is possible with a 4-shaft loom.  
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
INSTRUCTOR: Heather Olson 
 
Weaving 102: 4 or More Shafts 
8206: 8 Mondays: 7/9-8/27, 6:00-8:30 PM FEE: $155 
 

Over the course of 8 weeks, each student will plan and 
complete a project, weaving on 4- or 8-shaft looms as 
they are available. Scarf? Table runner? Placemats? 
Fabric for a vest? With the instructor’s guidance, 
students will reinforce the basics learned in Weaving 
101. Yarn selection, color, and weave structure will also 
be emphasized.  
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: This class is the sequel to Weaving 101. 
Students must know how to dress a loom, and be 
familiar with reading a draft. 
INSTRUCTOR: Heather Olson 
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Weaving Studios 
 

Weaving Studios offer an opportunity for an extended 
experience in weaving.  Instructors serve as mentors, 
guiding weavers to explore more complex skills and 
concepts. Students design projects of their own 
choosing in order to expand knowledge of methods and 
techniques. Beginning weavers are welcome to join a 
studio.  
 

For each day and timeframe, two 7 to 9 week sessions 
run consecutively in each semester. Cost is $138 to 
$173 per session depending on session length.  
 

To be admitted to a Weaving Studio, join the waitlist via 
our online registration system. Waitlisted students will be 
informed of openings in Studios on a first come, first 
served basis. You will remain on the waitlist until you are 
placed in a Studio or you request to be removed from 
the waitlist. It may take some time to be admitted to a 
Studio because the Center has a limited number of 
dedicated studio looms available. In the meantime, to 
expand your weaving experience, we encourage you to 
participate in any of our weaving workshops, or to 
suggest classes in specific structures or techniques 
you’d like to learn. 

Studio Schedule 
 

Day  Time  Instructor 
 

Mondays 10:00-12:30 Joyce Robards 
Tuesdays 10:00-12:30 Joyce Robards 
Tuesdays 6:00-8:30 Mimi Smith 
Thursdays 10:00-12:30 Joyce Robards 
Thursdays 6:00-8:30 Jan Hewitt Towsley 
Fridays  9:30-12:00 Mimi Smith 
Saturdays 10:00-12:30 Joyce Robards 
 

Weaving Workshops 
 

Learn to Weave on Your Own Loom 
8221: 5 Wednesdays: 5/2-5/30, 6:00-8:30 PM FEE: 
$103 
 

In this beginner-level course, students will bring their 
own portable looms to class and learn how to weave. 
The class will cover planning a project, winding a warp, 
threading a loom and weaving. Students need to have a 
table loom, or portable floor loom in good working order. 
This is the chance to learn how to weave on the loom 
you received as a Christmas gift! 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: No experience needed  
INSTRUCTOR: Heather Olson

Untying the Tied Weaves 
8222: Saturday, 5/19, 9:30-3:30; Sunday, 5/20, 

10:00-4:00 FEE: $99 
 

What are tied weaves and what are they tied to? This 
workshop will shed light on the mystery of tied weaves, 
why they are effective, how they are used, and where 
they are tied. There are many tied weaves, some with 
odd names like Bergman and Quigley, and others under 
the Bateman name. We will discuss them in depth, and 
also weave them. For students to fully understand the 
structure of these weaves, it is necessary to actually 
treadle the drafts. Participants will come to class with 
looms dressed according to directions sent ahead by the 
instructor. Bring lunch or purchase locally. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Advanced beginner to advanced 
MATERIALS FEE: $3.00 paid to instructor for handouts 
INSTRUCTOR: Mimi Smith 
 
Spaced and Crammed Warps 
8223: 3 consecutive days: 5/25-5/27, Fri. 10:00-3:30, 

Sat. 1:00-3:30, Sun. 10:00-3:30 FEE: $110 
 

Also known as variable denting—the technique of 
leaving some dents empty while sleying the reed and 
putting multiple ends in other dents—can magically 
change a straight twill threading into a wavy twill pattern. 
It means a warp of only one color can be woven with a 
contrast color weft but still have solid, single-color stripes 
of the warp color. It makes lacy weaves like huck truly 
open and lacy. It makes plain weave into a plaid of firm 
and opaque bands crossing and stabilizing gossamer 
ground cloth. This workshop will be a modified “round 
robin” in which you may choose just one warp plan and 
weave only on your own loom, or in which you share 
warps and threaded looms with other students and have 
the chance to investigate and make a sample notebook 
of a variety of approaches. A loom dressed prior to the 
class is required. Bring lunch or purchase locally. 
AGE: Teens & Adults  
LEVEL: Beginner to experienced  
MATERIALS FEE: $6 paid to instructor for handouts 
INSTRUCTOR: Joyce Robards 

Extra Weaving Time 
Studio weavers may purchase extra weaving time to 
be used during a session in which they are 
registered. Prior approval of the instructor is 
required. The extra class must be a studio weaving 
class. Extra Weaving Time forms, available at the 
Center, must be submitted with payment and 
instructor initials indicating approval. Cost is $15 per 
class. 
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Theo Moorman Technique 
8224: Friday, Saturday & Sunday: 6/15-6/17, 

10:00-3:30 FEE: $131 
 

Lay it on! Theo Moorman developed an easy system of 
laying in supplemental threads to allow free and 
spontaneous placement of shapes, color and texture 
wherever you desire. There are transparent effects 
resembling a watercolor wash, or others that simulate 
the thick, rich, impasto look of an old master. You can 
create fabrics that look like a traditional tapestry (but 
take much less time), sheer see-through fabric, or an in-
between weight perfect for clothing and accessories. 
The project will be a sampler of possibilities and 
variations with each weaver working only on her/his 
loom. Participants will have a choice of warp plans prior 
to the start of the workshop and may supply their own 
materials, or purchase them from the instructor for $6 to 
$15 depending on the fiber and size. Bring lunch or 
purchase locally. 
AGE: Teens & Adults  
LEVEL: Beginner to experienced  
MATERIALS FEE: $6.00 paid to instructor for handouts 
INSTRUCTOR: Joyce Robards  
 
What is That Weave? 
8225: Sunday, 6/24, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $57 
 

When confronted with a woven sample without 
directions, many weavers are puzzled and wonder what 
the structure can be. A technique called fabric analysis is 
the answer. Using paper, pencil and a tapestry needle, 
students will learn how to figure out the threading, tie-up, 
and treadling of a variety of samples and drafts. As a 
consequence, they will discover if they can actually 
weave the structure on their own looms. No looms will 
be required for this one-day workshop. The instructor will 
send a simple supply list by email prior to the workshop. 
Bring lunch or purchase locally. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Advanced beginner to intermediate 
MATERIALS FEE: $3.00 paid to instructor for handouts 
INSTRUCTOR: Mimi Smith 

 

 

Tips and Tricks 
8226: Sunday, 8/12, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $57 
 

This workshop could be labeled “What you always 
wanted to know about weaving but never asked.” It will 
cover a variety of dissimilar topics such as warping with 
a paddle; winding a warp half as wide and twice as long; 
warping from the front; how to tell how many blocks are 
in a sample; turning a draft; how to use a temple; 
skeleton tie-ups. In other words, a hodgepodge of odds 
and ends to add to your toolbox! The instructor will be 
open to suggestions sent to her ahead of time by 
participants with a particular question. No looms required 
on this “finding out” day. Bring a lunch or purchase 
locally. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Advanced beginner to intermediate 
MATERIALS FEE: $3.00 paid to instructor for handouts 
INSTRUCTOR: Mimi Smith 
 
Loom Controlled Shibori 
8227: Friday, Saturday & Sunday: 8/24-8/26, 

10:00-3:30 FEE: $131 
 

Loom-controlled shibori is a melding of the weaving and 
dyeing arts. The weaver designs the fabric into which 
are woven threads that are pulled to create a beautiful 
dye-resist pattern. On the first day you’ll weave on your 
own loom, pre-dressed according to instructions sent 
prior to the workshop. On the second day we’ll cut off the 
first batch of weavings and try various dyeing techniques 
on them. Following an informal critique of that work you’ll 
move between loom and dye pot at your own pace as 
you further develop the ideas and fabrics you find most 
appealing. Even novice weavers and those with no 
previous dyeing experience will enjoy seeing the magic 
unfold; more experienced weavers and/or dyers may 
wish to combine the basic techniques with patterned 
fabrics, differential dyeing and/or shrinkage and extreme 
fulling. Class time will be spent on producing samples 
that will let you choose the patterning to use to complete 
a “project” on the warp at home. Bring lunch or purchase 
locally. 
AGE: Teens & Adults  
LEVEL: Beginner to experienced  
MATERIALS FEE: $6.00 paid to instructor for handouts  
INSTRUCTOR: Joyce Robards 
INSTRUCTOR: Mimi Smith
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Tapestry Weaving 
 
Tapestry 202 
8228: 5 Tuesdays: 5/15-6/12, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $120 
 

Ready to try more tapestry? Bring your portable tapestry 
loom, and we’ll begin with a new warp. There are lots of 
wonderful techniques to try, and we’ll explore some of 
them—like creating curved shapes, blending colors, and 
trying some fun textural weaving techniques. We’ll hope 
to end with some possibilities for finishing and mounting 
your tapestry. Materials for warp and weft will be 
provided, and class participants may also bring other 
threads from their own collections. 
AGE: Teen & Adults 
LEVEL: A basic tapestry weaving experience 
MATERIALS FEE: $8.00, paid to Instructor; includes 
threads for warp and weft, plus handouts 
INSTRUCTOR: Mary McMahon 
 
Tapestry Day: Not Just Squares 
8229: Friday, 7/20, 10:00-3:30 FEE: $54 
 

Bring your tapestry loom and spend the day with the 
yarns and bobbins. We’ll be exploring the various ways 
of making tapestry shapes with vertical edges—great for 
buildings, trees, letters or anything with a vertical edge. 
There are slits, dovetails, interlocks, and variations too. 
And vertical lines have been known to turn into curved 
ones. Yarns for both warp and weft will be on hand if you 
need them. Bring your own lunch, or purchase locally 
AGE: 12 to Adult 
LEVEL: Advanced Tapestry Beginner and beyond 
(student can prepare the frame loom for weaving) 
MATERIALS FEE: $8.00 for weft and handouts; $3.00 
for handouts alone; $2.00 additional for warp; paid to 
instructor 
INSTRUCTOR: Mary McMahon 
 

Spinning 
 
Two-Step Spinning for Beginners 
8230: 2 Saturdays: 5/5-5/12; 10:00-12:30 FEE: $50 
 

This class is for those who of you who want to learn to 
spin and is designed to leave you with enough 
knowledge and experience to progress on your own. In 
the first session we will practice on drop spindles to give 
you the basics. The second session progresses to 
working on a spinning wheel. This approach has proven 
to be effective in helping students master the basics of 
handspinning. 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience necessary 
MATERIALS FEE: None. Instructor will have basic drop 
spindles for use in class and available for purchase. 
Fiber is provided by the Center 
INSTRUCTOR: Valerie DeVries  
 

What a Card! Working with Hand- and 
Drum-Carders 
8231: Sunday, 5/20, 1:00-3:00 FEE: $29 
 

Throw caution to the wind and combine fibers of many 
kinds—wool, bast, and even synthetics—into 
combinations that will make your spinning, felting, and 
weaving sing! Perhaps you tried hand-carding in the past 
and gave up in frustration. Come find out how inspiring 
and safe it can be to add these tools to your toolbox, 
from simple blends to wild novelty batts. Bring your own 
fiber, or dive into the rainbow that will be available in 
class.  
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience necessary 
MATERIALS FEE: $4.00 per ounce of fiber used in class 
(paid to instructor) 
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert 
 
Dye and Spin Roving for Very Cool Yarn 
8232: 2 Saturdays: 6/2-6/9, 10:00-12:30 FEE: $50 
 

On day 1, students will use washfast acid dyes to hand-
paint their wool or other protein fiber rovings using a 
variety of techniques that will be demonstrated in class. 
Students may bring fiber of their own or purchase roving 
from the instructor. On day 2, students will learn different 
ways to spin the dyed roving, for fun and exciting results 
in their knitting yarns. The instructor will describe some 
interesting ways to use these yarns in knitted or woven 
projects. 
AGE: 15 & up 
LEVEL: Some knitting and spinning experience 
necessary  
MATERIALS FEE: $1.00 for dyes ($10 for 4 oz. of Blue-
Faced Leicester/silk roving optional) 
INSTRUCTOR: Valerie DeVries 
 
Plying Demystified 
8233: Sunday, 6/3, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $36 
 

Your yarn is all spun, but what happens next at your 
wheel can make your finished item sparkle or sag. Let’s 
explore all the ways that plying can affect color, 
durability, texture, and ease of completion—whether 
you’re spinning to knit, crochet or weave! We’ll learn 
Andean plying, chain- or Navajo-plying, how to make 
and use a tensioned Lazy Kate for 3- and 4-ply yarns, 
and more! Your instructor will email you before class 
with a list of what to bring. 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: Basic spinning skills required (able to spin a 
stable continuous yarn) 
MATERIALS FEE: $0-15.00 paid to instructor for yarn 
and other materials 
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weiner
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Worsted vs. Woolen: 
The Long and Short of It 
8234: Saturday, 6/23, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $36 
 

You’ve learned the basics of spinning, but you wish you 
had more control over the softness, drape, consistency 
and smoothness of your finished yarn. You’ve heard 
about “long draw” vs. “short draw,” about “woolen” vs. 
“worsted” spinning, but you’d really like to have someone 
show you how they differ, how they’re done, and what it 
means for you and your wheel. Come learn what a 
difference combing and carding make, and expand your 
fiber skill set. If you have them, bring your wool comb or 
hand carder. 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: Basic spinning skills required (able to spin a 
stable yarn) 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for fibers and 
handouts   
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert 

 
Drop Everything! Beginning Drop 
Spindling for Kids and Adults 

8235: Tuesday, 7/10, 1:00-3:30 
 FEE: $33 (kids: $20) 
 

Did you know that it’s possible to make your own yarn 
using just a stick and some wool? In many places 
around the world kids start practicing this skill before 
they are kindergarten age! Come, learn what they know: 
it’s easy and fun to use a twisty-stick to make your very 
own yarns, unlike any you can find in a store. 
AGE: 12-18, parents welcome 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for fibers and 
handouts. Drop spindles available from instructor for 
$15.00 or bring your own 
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert 

 
Stuffed Animals with Handwoven or 
Felt Remnants 

8236: 2 Tuesdays: 7/17 & 7/24, 1:00-4:00 
 FEE: $57 (kids: $20) 
 

Whimsical soft characters, animal, elfin, or imaginary—
using a few basic patterns and your own imagination, 
construct a one of a kind soft sculpture and have fun 
doing it. Use a simple pattern with material of your 
choice and make the basic body; then use your 
imagination to embellish your critter and give it 
personality. 
AGE: 12 & up 
LEVEL: Basic sewing skills; bring sewing machine 
(optional) 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for pattern 
and materials 
INSTRUCTOR: Valerie DeVries

Dye, Cut, Sew: 
Natural Dyed and Designed by You 
8237: 2 Wednesdays: 8/22 & 8/29, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $99 
 

On day 1, students dye cellulose fabric with natural dyes 
like indigo, marigold, brazilwood, or goldenrod. Instructor 
supplies premordanted cellulose fabric at cost, and 
instructs about available natural dyes. Students select 
the dyes of their choice, discuss the different ways to 
dye fabric and proceed to create unique yardage. 
 

On day 2, students lay out the pattern, cut their fabric 
and start sewing. A selection of simple but attractive 
patterns allow students to move ahead easily. The 
instructor assists students and suggests the best use of 
the fabric in each design. This is an intensive day for 
those who want to progress as far as possible in 
constructing their garment. Students work at their own 
pace and leave class able to finish their own garment. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Some machine sewing experience 
MATERIALS FEE: $20.00 paid to instructor for fabric 
and dyes 
INSTRUCTOR: Valerie DeVries 
 

Knitting & Crochet 
 
Monday Courses 
 

Knitter's Choice 
8238: 4 Mondays: 6/4-6/25, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $85 
8239: 4 Mondays: 8/6-8/27, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $85 
 

This is an opportunity for the student to try a new project, 
work on an existing project or perhaps just enjoy knitting 
with friends with expert help at hand. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Any level of experience  
INSTRUCTOR: Lynne Sherwood 
 
Twined Knitting 
8240: 3 Mondays: 5/7-5/21, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $68 
 

Here's a knitting technique that's centuries old and yet 
most knitters have never heard about it. It's very easy to 
do, pretty to look at and keeps the wearer toasty warm 
on the coldest of days. Student will have a choice of 
patterns. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Basic knitting knowledge  
INSTRUCTOR: Lynne Sherwood 
 
Knitting Know How 
8241: 4 Mondays: 7/2-7/30 (Skip 7/23), 1:00-3:30 
 FEE: $85 
From cast on to bind off and everything in between! We'll 
explore tricks and tips to improve your knitting skills. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Basic knitting knowledge  
INSTRUCTOR: Lynne Sherwood 
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Tuesday Courses 
 

Socks Your Way 
8242: 3 Tuesdays: 5/8-5/22, 6:00-8:30 PM FEE: $68 
 

Perhaps you’ve been knitting for a bit, but the thought of 
undertaking socks still intimidates you. Or, you’ve 
worked socks on double-pointed needles and are ready 
to conquer that “Magic Loop” technique, or try (gasp!) 
making two socks at a time. Or you’d like to add lace, or 
cables, or color, or just find a way to make your hand-
knit socks fit better. This class is just what you need! 
AGE: 12 & up 
LEVEL: Basic knitting skills (able to knit and purl) 
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert 
 

Learn to Crochet 
8243: Tuesday & Wednesday: 8/14 & 8/15, 
1:00-3:30 FEE: $50 
(kids: $20) 

 

A hook and some string—what could be simpler? Come 
learn the easy skills needed to make a basic chain or 
loop, and form single- and double-crochet stitches. We’ll 
explore reading patterns and graphs. You’ll be on your 
way to creating the handcrafted work of your dreams: 
baskets, blankets, mittens, hats and shawls! 
AGE: 8 & up 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: One crochet hook, any size or 
material, size F to I, and smooth worsted-weight yarn 
(variegated yarn can be helpful while learning)  
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert 
 
Learn to Knit 

8244: 2 Tuesdays: 6/19 & 6/26, 6:00-8:00 PM
 FEE: $43 
(kids: $20) 

Learn the simple skills required to make anything you 
can imagine, using just sticks and string. We’ll cover the 
basic skills: casting on, knitting, purling, and binding 
off—and discuss what all the next options are, including 
patterns. 
AGE: 8 & up 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: Smooth worsted-weight yarn, a 
pair of knitting needles (size 6 to 9)  
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert

Wednesday Courses 
 

Choose Your Project: Spin, Knit, or 
Crochet! 
8245: 5 Wednesdays: 5/2, 5/16, 5/30, 6/13, 6/27, 

6:00-8:30 PM FEE: $103 
8246: 4 Wednesdays: 7/11, 7/25, 8/8, 8/22, 

6:00-8:30 PM FEE: $85 
 

How often have you wished—mid-project—that you 
could have a knowledgeable instructor, standing by to 
help you through the tough spots, help you (sometimes 
literally) untangle errors, and encourage you to the finish 
line? Now you can! Bring in your latest spinning, knitting, 
or crochet project and let Marcia Weinert help you solve 
mysteries, spot problems before they start, and aid you 
in finishing techniques for your handcrafted treasures!   
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert 
 

Thursday Courses 
 

New Yarns of Summer 
8247: 4 Thursdays: 6/7-6/28, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $85 
 

The new yarns are here for summer knitting: beautiful 
silks, cottons, linens and even bamboo. In this class we 
will have the opportunity to "taste" them all.  
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Basic knitting knowledge  
INSTRUCTOR: Lynne Sherwood 
 
The Color Work of Finland and Russia 
8248: 5 Thursdays: 8/2-8/30, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $103 
 

More beautiful traditional color work from countries we 
have not studied. A project will be included. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Basic knitting knowledge  
INSTRUCTOR: Lynne Sherwood 
 
Knitter's Choice 
8249: 5 Thursdays: 5/3-5/31, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $103 
8250: 4 Thursdays: 7/5-7/26, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $85 
 

This is an opportunity for the student to try a new project, 
work on an existing project or perhaps just enjoy knitting 
with friends with expert help at hand. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Any level of experience  
INSTRUCTOR: Lynne Sherwood

Ex t ra  H e lp  f or  Kn i t t in g  
with  Ly n n e S he rw ood  

 

a 2 1/2 hr. walk-in class during Knitter's Choice 
Check the website  

weaversguildofrochester.org/center 
for more details 
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Christmas in July!  
Weekend Knitting Workshop 
8251: Sat. & Sun., 7/28 & 7/29,  
10:00-3:00                        FEE:  $85                                        

   
Our knitters asked for a weekend of knitting just for them 
and so here it is! Learn new techniques or twists on 
techniques you might already have some familiarity with 
AND get some great projects started for your holiday gift 
giving! We’ll work on the ever-popular Short-Row 
Crescent Shawl, Reversible Cabled Scarf or Cowl, and 
Knit Beaded Wristlets. Your instructor will provide 
patterns for all projects as well as suggestions for 
supplies that will ensure your success. Bring a lunch or 
purchase locally. 
AGE:  Teens to adults 
LEVEL:  Basic knitting skills:  able to knit and purl 
MATERIALS FEE: None 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 

Dyeing 
 
Painting a Sock Blank 
8252: Sunday, 5/6, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $36 
 

Knit cozy socks, shawls or hats from your own hand 
dyed yarn! These quick projects are jazzy and colorful 
and fun to knit. In this workshop, students will dye sock 
blanks to create two skeins of yarn that are exactly the 
same. Students may choose to bring a photo or image 
from a magazine to serve as color inspiration for their 
project. The instructor will provide dye chemicals and all 
supplies used during class. Students may provide their 
own sock blanks, or purchase from the instructor. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: No experience needed  
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for materials 
used during class 
INSTRUCTOR: Heather Olson

Painting a Warp 
8253: Sunday, 6/3, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $36 
8254: Sunday, 8/5, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $36 
 

Students will bring their own warp of cellulose fibers; 
cotton, linen, rayon, bamboo or silk and dye it during the 
workshop. Each student will create their own one-of-a-
kind painted warp. Students should bring photos or 
images from magazines for color inspiration. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Students will need to know how to wind and 
prepare a warp  
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for materials 
used during class 
INSTRUCTOR: Heather Olson 
 
Dyer’s Choice 
8255: Friday, 6/29, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $57 
8256: Sunday, 8/12, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $57 
 

Here is your chance to do dye painting and/or immersion 
dyeing with fibers and synthetic dyes of your choice. We 
will begin by looking at examples and discussing basic 
dyeing options, classes of dyes 
and how to choose which class to use. Dyeing 
procedures and techniques, and differences between 
immersion and painting will be covered. Next you will be 
guided through your dye project: design, fiber and dye 
preparation and introduction of dye to fiber. The 
instructor will contact you prior to the start of class to 
discuss your specific interests. All dyes and auxiliaries 
will be supplied. You’ll need to bring your fiber, gloves, 
particle filtering mask, and lunch.  
AGE: Teens & Adults  
LEVEL: Beginner to experienced  
MATERIALS FEE: $15.00 paid to instructor for 
handouts, all dyes and auxiliaries  
INSTRUCTOR: Joyce Robards 
 
 

Felting 
 
 

Felted “Scribble Scarf” 
8257: Saturday, 6/30, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $36 
 

You don’t have to know how to weave, knit or crochet in 
order to turn a single skein of mohair yarn into a 
fashionable, unique, all-season scarf. This can be a 
lovely gift for yourself or someone else at any time of 
year. We’ll just add soapy water—and some elbow 
grease. Come see how the miracle happens. 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed; felting requires 
gentle, sustained physical activity for the duration of 
class 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for fibers, if 
needed. Grip mats may be purchased in class, if 
desired, for $10.00 each. 
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert 
 

Attention Dyers! 
 

The greatest safety concern when dyeing is 
inhalation of powders and fumes, which can be 
lung irritants. While the powders may not be toxic, 
inhalation can cause respiratory distress or 
allergic sensitization for certain individuals. 
Instructors will advise students about sound 
safety precautions. 
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Felting for Kids: Beads, Snakes, 
Patches and Balls 
8258: Wednesday, 7/11, 1:00-3:00 

FEE: $29 (kids $20) 
 

Come play with a rainbow of unspun wool and some 
soapy water to discover how some of the very first fabric 
was made. We’ll see how you can turn wool into jewelry, 
toys, clothes, and household decorations in a sloshy 
whirlwind of fun: four projects in just two hours! 
AGE: 10-16, parents welcome, too 
LEVEL: No prior experience required 
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert 
 
Christmas in July: Trees and Snowmen 
8259: Saturday, 7/14, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $57 
 

Start Christmas preparation early by wet felting 
Christmas trees—perfect for decorating a table—and 
then needle felting a Snowman to stand by your tree. 
Either would be a lovely gift for you or your secret Santa 
role! Bring old towels and a bucket for water, and wear 
comfortable clothes and shoes. Bring lunch or purchase 
locally. 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: Basic felting knowledge 
MATERIALS FEE: $25 paid to instructor, includes all 
wool, embellishments, tree stands, needles for needle-
felting, and bubble wrap 
INSTRUCTOR: Deb Bolcko 
 
Christmas in July: Felted Vessels 
8260: Wednesday, 7/18, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $36 
 

It is both magical and easy to use unspun wool to 
fashion a 3-dimensional purse, pouch or other vessel 
around a flat form that “resists” felting and shrinking. 
We’ll play with a mountainous rainbow of fluff and 
sparkle to make unique, small bowls—and discuss how 
these same techniques can be used to develop into 
hats, handbags, and vases, perfect for holiday giving! 
AGE: Teens & Adults  
LEVEL: No prior experience required 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for all 
materials, tools, and handouts 
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert 
 
Patchwork Prefelt Scarf 
8261: Tuesday, 8/7, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $33 
 

When working with prefelts, your work is half done! Use 
colorful shapes to make a unique “patchwork” woolen 
scarf in no time—just add soapy water and elbow 
grease. This breezy, all-season scarf makes a great gift 
for yourself or someone else. 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for each 
scarf made, for prefelts 
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert 
 

Other Fiber Workshops 
 
Block Printing on Fabric and Paper 
8263: Friday, 6/22, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $57 
8264: Wednesday, 8/15, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $57 
 

Create unique gift cards as you learn block printing. 
Design and create your own stamps, print paper 
samples and use fabric inks to apply prints on pre-
washed cloth. In addition to student-designed stamps, 
special stamps and blocks from India may be utilized. 
The instructor will indicate supplies needed for the class 
so that you can create several cards.  
AGE: Teens & Adults  
LEVEL: Beginners to experienced  
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 for ink, muslin, 2-3 card blanks 
and envelopes, paid to instructor 
INSTRUCTOR: Jan Hewitt Towsley 
 
 

 
 
 
Christmas in July: Super Stars 
8265: Thursday, 7/19 1:00-3:00 FEE: $29 
 

This decorative 3-dimensional “star” could easily pass as 
a flower or as a snowflake. That’s entirely in keeping 
with its history of names and uses as an Advent Star, 
woven tree topper, Carolina Snowflake and “Star of 
Promise” —used to usher in the spring solstice. We 
know it’ll also do well as décor for a patriotic version of a 
stars and stripes celebration or to honor the birthday star 
of the day. In this class you’ll use paper strips to weave 
2 simple squares. Then, following a basic plan, you’ll 
attach the ends of the strips to one another. Voila! The 
two flat squares pop into 3 dimensions and you’ve made 
yourself a star! 
AGE: Teens & Adults  
LEVEL: No prior experience needed  
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for printed 
instructions and all materials 
INSTRUCTOR: Joyce Robards
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Christmas in July: Dragon Boat Ornaments 
8266: Tuesday, 7/24, 6:00-8:30PM FEE: $33 
8267: Thursday, 8/16, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $33 
 

Dragon boats are beautiful, 3-dimensional objects with 
roots in an old Chinese legend. They are used in Bali to 
celebrate the New Year, and they’re used in America as 
ornamental pieces to hang in a window, as a holiday 
decoration, or to group together as a table piece. The 
simply round and round wrapping technique lets you 
experiment with color, texture and shape as you create 
your individual “boat” ornaments in various sizes. These 
ornaments make special gifts, or to keep for your own 
holiday tree.  
AGE: 9 & up 
LEVEL: No experience needed  
MATERIALS FEE: $6.00 paid to instructor for materials 
used during class 
INSTRUCTOR: Heather Olson 7/24; Joyce Robards on 
8/16  
 

Jewelry Techniques 
 
Chainmaille: Helm Weave Bracelet 
8268: Sunday, 5/6, 1:00-3:00 FEE: $29 
 

Perfect for beginners or chainmaille weavers looking to 
learn a new weave, this class will teach how to weave a 
two-tone helm weave bracelet. Helm weave, or parallel 
weave, is a flat chain made with two sizes of rings. The 
small rings fit easily within the inner diameter of the large 
jump rings. Helm is one of the most popular beginner 
chainmaille techniques. This technique is adaptable and 
fun to do. All rings are hypoallergenic bright aluminum 
and anodized aluminum. Students will have 3 different 
color kits to choose from with extra kits available for an 
additional fee.  
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for work 
mat, and kits containing bright and anodized aluminum 
rings, clasp, and instructions. Extra bracelet kits will be 
available for $5.00 each. 
INSTRUCTOR: Cassie Gill 
 
More Wire Woven Bracelets 
8269: 2 Saturdays: 5/5 & 5/12, 1:00-5:00 FEE: $71 
 

Learn wire weaving techniques as you create wire 
bracelets for yourself or as gifts. Using contrasting colors 
of wire, weave a pattern in fine wire onto thicker wire 
base. This two-week course will cover two techniques: 
Aztec and Double Aztec weaves. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00-15.00 paid to instructor for 
colored wire 
INSTRUCTOR: Melita Gill

Beginning Chainmaille: Byzantine Necklace 
8270: Sunday, 5/13, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $36 
 

Perfect for beginners or chainmaille weavers looking to 
learn a new weave, this class will teach how to weave a 
one-, two-, or three-tone byzantine weave necklace. Also 
called Etruscan, Birdcage, Fool's Dilemma, Idiot's Trap, 
Idiot's Delight or Bird's Nest, the Byzantine weave is a 
round or box European chain made with one ring size. 
This technique is adaptable and fun to do. All rings are 
hypoallergenic anodized aluminum. Students will be able 
to choose up to 3 colors to use. 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
MATERIALS FEE: $20.00 paid to instructor for work 
mat, and kits containing anodized aluminum rings, clasp, 
step-by-step color tutorial 
INSTRUCTOR: Cassie Gill 
 

 
 
 
Image Transfers for Polymer Clay Jewelry 
8271: Friday, July 13, 9:30–4:30 Fee: $64 
Paid registration received by July 7 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.   
 

Learn to put your own imagery (photos, drawings, etc.) 
onto a polymer clay surface, then shape the clay to 
make pendants, earrings, or beads with permanent, 
unique surface designs. Black and white images may be 
transferred with ordinary, toner-based photocopies. 
Specialty transfer papers and an inkjet printer come in 
handy for color imagery. Don’t enjoy drawing? Bring your 
phone or tablet full of photos, and spend the day playing 
with printouts, a pair of scissors, and some white 
polymer clay—and go home wearing something beautiful 
and fun. Instructor will email student supply list prior to 
class. Bring lunch or purchase locally. 
AGE: Teens to adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed, 
MATERIALS FEE: $12 to instructor for polymer clay, 
transfer materials, silver wire, incidentals, use of 
instructor’s tools & equipment 
INSTRUCTOR: Donna Penoyer 
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 Special 
Offerings 
For Kids ! 

 
Drop Everything! Beginning Drop 
Spindling for Kids 
8235: Tuesday, 7/10, 1:00-3:30 
See page 6 
 

Stuffed Animals with Handwoven or 
Felt Remnants 
8236: 2 Tuesdays: 7/17 & 7/24, 1:00-4:00 
See page 6 
 
Learn to Crochet 
8243: Tuesday & Wednesday: 8/14 & 8/15, 
1:00-3:30   See page 7  
 

Learn to Knit 
8244: 2 Tuesdays: 6/19 & 6/26, 6:00-8:00 PM  
See page 7 
 
Felting for Kids: Beads, Snakes, 
Patches & Balls 
8258: Wednesday, 7/11, 1:00-3:00 
See page 9 
 

Look for the which marks special courses 
for kids. They have a special $20 fee, supported by  
 

 
	  This	  project	  is	  made	  possible	  with	  funds	  from	  the	  Decentralization	  
Program,	  a	  regrant	  program	  of	  the	  New	  York	  State	  Council	  on	  the	  
Arts	  with	  the	  support	  of	  Governor	  Andrew	  Cuomo	  and	  the	  New	  York	  
State	  Legislature	  and	  administered	  by	  the	  Genesee	  Valley	  Council	  on	  
the	  Arts	  at	  the	  Livingston	  Arts	  Center,	  a	  member	  supported	  
organization. 
 
 

Open	  Studios	  
We have received many requests 
that the Weaving & Fiber Arts 
Center be open outside of formal 
class instructional time. We 
heard your wishes and have for 
the past few months conducted 
what we call “open studios.” 
 
Open studios run from 1 to 3:30 
and are hosted by members of 
the volunteer management team. 
No instructors are present to 
assist you with a fiber arts 
project. A small donation is 
optional. No wet projects or 
dyeing for these sessions.  
 
This summer’s open studios are:  
 
Sundays: May 27, June 10, July 
8, August 19 
 

Mondays: May 7, June 4, July 2, 
August 6 
 

Tuesdays: May 22, June 26, July 
17, August 28 
 

Wednesdays: May 9, June 13, 
July 25, August 8 
 

Thursdays: May 31, June 21, 
July 12, August 23 
 

Fridays: May 18, June 29, July 
27, August 17 
 

Saturdays: May 12, June 9, July 
21, August 4 
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Weaving & Fiber Arts Center       Registration Form 
 

 
Name______________________________________________________ Email ________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________ City_______________ State______ ZIP _________ 
 
Phone ____________________ Member of Weavers’ Guild of Rochester?  Y  N   Birthdate (if under 18) _____________  
 
Emergency contact name & phone ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you have any special or medical needs, please specify  
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

List all courses you wish to attend. For core weaving courses, alternate choices are strongly recommended. Mark  
alternate choices clearly.  
 

All materials fees are paid directly to the instructor. Please do not include these with your payment of course fees 
 

 
Course # 

 
Course title 

Mark as 
Alternate 

 
Fee 

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 

(Do not include Materials Fees)                           Total Course Fees enclosed 
 

 

Register early. Classes are filled in 
the order in which paid registrations are 
received. 
 
Course refunds are given if a course is 
canceled due to under enrollment or if 
you withdraw 10 days before the first 
class.  
 
Questions? Contact us by email: 
registrar@weaversguildofrochester.org 
or leave a message at 585-377-2955

Register online. Search for the 
courses you wish to take on the 
Center’s website: 
weaversguildofrochester.org/courses 
 
Browse by medium or instructor. Click 
on course title for details. You must 
have an account and be logged in to 
register. Pay by credit card. 

Register by mail. Send registration 
form and check or money order for the 
course amount payable to Weavers’ 
Guild of Rochester, Inc. Send to 
 

WEAVING & FIBER ARTS CENTER 
ATTN Registrar 
Piano Works Mall, Studio 1740 
349 West Commercial Street 
East Rochester, NY 14445 
 

There is a $35 charge for checks 
returned for insufficient funds



 

 


