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of the Weavers’ Guild of Rochester, Inc. 
Course Listings for May-August, 2020 
 

Who We Are 
The Weaving and Fiber Arts Center is the primary outreach activity of the Weavers' Guild of Rochester, Inc., a 501(c)3 
charitable organization. The Center, opened in January 2002, is located in Piano Works Mall. Managed entirely by Guild 
volunteers, it is supported financially by course tuition and tax-exempt gifts. We offer classes in a variety of fiber arts 
media. Learn more about the Weavers’ Guild at weaversguildofrochester.org 
 

Highlights of Summer 
Summer is coming! While you might be tempted to spend all your days out in 
the garden, your mind, back and knees may ask you to take a break and 
indulge your love of fiber! We have just the ticket! 
 

Naturally we have many great introductory courses in weaving…Try 
Weaving, Weaving Basics, Intro to Rigid Heddle Weaving, and Tapestry 101.  
You might want to bring one or two of the grandkids to these and help them 
understand what you love about creating fabric from yarn or thread! (Special 
low rates for kids and teens apply to many classes due to the generosity of a 
bequest from Joy Duskin.)  
 

You might want to make this the summer you master spinning. We have a great sequence that will lead you through the 
various stages of mastery. (Also great for kids studying American history!) OR you might want to try and re-create some of 
the gorgeous summer colors in a dye workshop. 
 

Looking for more portable techniques to take with you on your travels? We have a great variety of knitting classes that 
range from our multi-week afternoon classes (indulge in summer yarns!) to evening classes that focus on a particular 
technique for just one or two sessions. Macramé—yes, it’s back in style!! Make a wall hanging, shopping tote, or water 
bottle carrier to take with you on your summer hikes! And don’t forget to record your many memories in handmade books 
featuring one or more stitching techniques.  
 

Welcome Rebecca Lennox! 
We welcome Rebecca Lennox to our teaching staff. Rebecca is an experienced fiber person, having owned a yarn shop, 
taught, and written a book about knitting. She’ll be teaching our Weaving 102 class in July and August. 
  

 

 

Introduce Your Kids to the World of Fiber 
 

Through a generous grant from the estate of Joy Duskin, we are able to offer many of our one-day 
classes as well as February break classes at a special reduced rate of $20 for children and teens. Please 
look at the listings carefully to find programs that will be of interest to the young people in your life. 
Encourage them to come with a friend! 
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Weaving 

 

Opportunities for Beginning Weavers 
 

Try Weaving  

0215: Wednesday, 5/6, 6:00-8:30 PM 
 FEE: $33 (kids: $20) 
0216: Tuesday, 6/30, 9:30-12:00 FEE: $33 (kids: $20) 
 

Is weaving for you? Find out! You will experiment with 
color and texture while trying a table loom, inkle loom, 
rigid heddle loom, frame loom, and kumihimo braiding 
disk. As you sample these techniques, the instructor will 
provide lots of individual attention and help you explore 
possibilities for future weaving adventures. You may 
discover a new love and take home a treasure! This 
fiber-filled experience is fun and educational for all—an 
adventure for parents, kids and friends.  
AGE: 8 & up 
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience 
INSTRUCTOR: Jan Hewitt Towsley 
 

Learn the Basics of Loom Weaving: 
Table, Inkle or Rigid Heddle Loom 
0217: Sunday, 6/14, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $57 (kids: $20) 
0218: Tuesday, 8/4, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $57 (kids: $20) 
 

Learn about and experience the process of “How to Set 
Up a Simple Weaving Project,” and see if this is a craft 
that you might enjoy. Students may use our table looms 
or bring their own table or rigid heddle loom to class. 
Students wishing to use our looms will plan, measure a 
warp, prepare the loom and weave a 3-4” wide 
bookmark in this one-day workshop. Students who bring 
their own looms may begin a wider project (a scarf, table 
runner, or other simple item) for completion at home. 
This is a great way to get your project planned, 
measured and onto your loom! All participants will learn 
different methods, patterns and finishing tips. The 
instructor will contact students prior to class to discuss 
type of loom, project and yarn options. Beginners and 
those with some experience can repeat this class for 
continued learning opportunities. Bring bag lunch or 
purchase locally. 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience 
INSTRUCTOR: Jan Hewitt Towsley 
 

 

Weaving 101: 4 Shafts 
0219: 8 Mondays: 5/4-6/29 (skip 5/25), 6:00-8:30 PM 
 FEE: $155 
Students will learn how to plan a project, make a warp, 
dress a loom, weave and finish 4-shaft samples. This 
class is a round-robin format: students will have the 
chance to weave on several looms, each threaded with a 
different structure. We will explore how yarns, tie-ups, 
and treadlings will give varied results. Students will come 
away from this course with reference samples and an 
understanding of what is possible with a 4-shaft loom.  
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
INSTRUCTOR: Mary Ann Proia 
 

Weaving 102: 4 or More Shafts 
0220: 9 Mondays: 7/6-8/31, 6:00-8:30 PM FEE: $173 
 

Each student will plan and complete a project, weaving 
on 4- or 8-shaft looms as they are available. Scarf? 
Table runner? Placemats? Fabric for a vest? With the 
instructor’s guidance, students will reinforce the basics 
learned in Weaving 101. Yarn selection, color, and 
weave structure will also be emphasized. Note: 
Students may take Weaving 102 multiple times to 
investigate different weave structures and 
techniques. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: This class is the sequel to Weaving 101. 
Students must know how to dress a loom, and be 
familiar with reading a draft. 
INSTRUCTOR: Rebecca Lennox 
 

Summer Schedule of Open Studios 
 

The Weaving & Fiber Arts Center is open outside 
of formal class instructional time. Open studios run 
from 1 to 3:30 and are hosted by members of the 
volunteer management team. No instructors are 
present to assist you with a fiber arts project. A 
small donation is optional. No wet projects or 
dyeing for these sessions. The summer open 
studios are: 
Mondays:  May 18, June 15, July 20, August 17 
Tuesdays: May 26, June 23, July 28, August 25 
Wednesdays: May 13, June 8, July 8, August 12 
Thursdays: May 7, June 4, July 2, August 6 
Fridays: May 29, June 26, July 24, August 28 
Saturdays: May 16, June 13, July 11, August 8 
Sundays: May 31, June 28, July 26, August 30 
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Weaving Studios 
 

Weaving Studios offer an opportunity for an extended 
experience in weaving. Instructors serve as mentors, 
guiding weavers to explore a variety of skills and 
concepts. Students design projects of their own 
choosing in order to expand knowledge of methods and 
techniques. Weavers of all levels of experience are 
welcome to join a Weaving Studio, although it may be 
helpful for new weavers to take Weaving 101 and 102 
first. 
 

For each day and timeframe, two 7 to 9 week sessions 
run consecutively in each semester. Cost is $138 to 
$173 per session depending on session length.  
 

To be admitted to a Weaving Studio, join the waitlist via 
our online registration system. Waitlisted students will be 
informed of openings in Studios on a first come, first 
served basis. You will remain on the waitlist until you are 
placed in a Studio or you request to be removed from 
the waitlist. It may take some time to be admitted to a 
Studio because the Center has a limited number of 
dedicated studio looms available. In the meantime, to 
expand your weaving experience, we encourage you to 
participate in any of our weaving workshops, or to 
suggest classes in specific structures or techniques 
you’d like to learn. 

Studio Schedule 
 

Day  Time  Instructor 
 

Mondays 10:00-12:30 Joyce Robards 
Tuesdays 10:00-12:30 Joyce Robards 
Tuesdays 6:00-8:30 Mimi Smith 
Thursdays 10:00-12:30 Joyce Robards 
Thursdays 6:00-8:30 Jan Hewitt Towsley 
Fridays  9:30-12:00 Mimi Smith 
Saturdays 10:00-12:30 Joyce Robards

 

Weaving Workshops 
 

The Selvedge Edge: Sloppy or Super? 
0221: 4 Saturdays, 5/2-5/23 1:00-3:30 FEE: $85 
 

If you’re not happy with the edges of your weaving—just 
can’t seem to get them right—this is the class for you! 
Even if your selvedges are okay, in this class you’ll learn 
ways to improve them, even make them into an 
important factor in the overall design of your piece. You’ll 
come to understand terms like “floating,” “temple,” 
“crammed,” “separately wound and weighted,” “weft-wise 
fringe,” “inherent scallops” and learn how those tools and 
techniques can improve your weaving. The class is a 
mix of lecture, demonstration, hands-on practice and 
group discussion and problem solving. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Advanced beginner & beyond 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for handouts 
and “sampling” materials 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: Note-taking supplies and 
examples of your work for problem solving discussion. 
INSTRUCTOR:  Joyce Robards 
 

 
 

Experience Rigid Heddle Loom Weaving 

0222: Sunday, 5/17, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $36 (teens: $20) 
0223: Wednesday, 7/1, 9:00-12:00FEE: $36 (teens: $20) 
 

Learn about and experience the process of “How to Set 
Up a Simple Rigid Heddle Loom Weaving Project,” and 
see if this is a craft that you might enjoy. Students may 
bring their own loom to class or use ours. Students will 
learn how to plan, prepare the loom and weave in this 
workshop. Students who bring their own looms may 
begin a wider project (a scarf, table runner, or other 
simple item) for completion at home. This is a great way 
to get your project started! All participants will learn 
different methods, patterns and finishing tips. The 
instructor will contact students prior to class to discuss 
type of loom, project and yarn options. Beginners and 
those with some experience can repeat this class for 
continued learning opportunities.  
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience 
INSTRUCTOR: Jan Hewitt Towsley 

Extra Weaving Time 
Studio weavers may purchase extra weaving time to 
be used during a session in which they are 
registered. Prior approval of the instructor is 
required. The extra class must be a studio weaving 
class. Extra Weaving Time forms, available at the 
Center, must be submitted with payment and 
instructor initials indicating approval. Cost is $15 per 
class. 



Page 4 585-377-2955

 

Tapestry Weaving 
 

Tapestry 101: The Woven Image 
0224: 5 Wednesdays, June 3-July 1, 6-8:30 PM 
 FEE: $103 
 

Using a simple loom and beautiful yarns, try your hand 
at the ancient techniques of tapestry weaving to create 
an image in woven cloth. The word “tapestry” means 
something quite specific to a weaver…a design or image 
woven directly into the cloth using some specialized 
techniques to create lines and shapes, designs and 
pictures. Your hands are the tools that weave together 
strong warps with brightly colored wefts. A small, 
prepared, portable loom will be provided so you can 
begin weaving at our first class. You’ll try a series of 
techniques to create a small sampler of color and 
methods. Then you are set to move on to begin a design 
of your own, putting those techniques into practice. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Beginner 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 covers warp, weft and 
handouts; additional $10.00 for loom (optional) 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: scissors, note-taking supplies, a 
dining fork 
INSTRUCTOR: Mary McMahon 
 
 

 
 
 

Tapestry 102: Plan, Prepare, Play 

0225: 5 Wednesdays, 7/15-8/12, 6-8:30 PM FEE: $103 
 

Let’s start at the beginning with an IDEA! We’ll explore 
preparing your idea for a small weaving in the tapestry 
manner, using crayons, markers and colored papers. 
Then we’ll prepare the empty frame loom with some 
strong warp, and get the weaving plan ready to fill in with 
beautiful colors in wool weft. We’ll use the techniques 
that were explored in Tapestry 101 plus some additional 
ones to make this new image in uniquely textile 
methods. Warps and wefts will be provided/ additional 
yarns may be purchased at cost from the instructor. 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: Advanced Beginner (have taken Tapestry 101) 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 for materials and handouts  
STUDENT SUPPLIES: scissors, note-taking supplies, a 
dining fork 
INSTRUCTOR: Mary McMahon

 

Spinning 

 

Begin to Spin! 
0226: Sunday, 5/3, 1-3:30 PM FEE: $33 (teens: $20) 
 

Learn to make your own, unique handspun yarn on a 
spinning wheel! We’ll play with several types of prepared 
wool while we discuss wheel maintenance, drafting, 
treadling, plying, and finishing techniques to make a 
balanced yarn. As time permits, we’ll touch on other fiber 
preparations, and non-wool fibers. Bring your wheel, if 
you have one, or borrow one of ours! No previous 
experience required. Warning: Spinning can be 
addictive! 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for fiber 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: A spinning wheel in good 
working order, if possible; notify the instructor if you 
need a loaner wheel 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 

What a Card! – Working with Hand- and 
Drum-Carders 
0227: Sunday, 5/17, 1:00-3:00 FEE: $29 (teens: $20) 
 

Throw caution to the wind and combine fibers of many 
kinds—wool, bast, and even synthetics—into 
combinations that will make your spinning, felting, and 
weaving SING! Perhaps you tried hand-carding in the 
past and gave up in frustration? Come find out how 
inspiring and SAFE it can be to add these tools to your 
toolbox, from simple blends to wild novelty batts. If you 
have tools, bring them and gain confidence; if not, come 
try out ours! Bring your own fiber, or dive into the 
rainbow that will be available in class.   
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
MATERIALS FEE: $4.00 per ounce of fiber used paid to 
instructor 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 

Get to Know Our Instructors 
 

The Weaving & Fiber Arts Center offers a 
wide variety of courses that challenge your 
creativity. Each is led by an outstanding fiber 
artist who has extensive experience and a 
passion for teaching.  
 
Check out our instructors at the Guild’s web 
page 
http://www.weaversguildofrochester.org/cent
er/courses-and-instructors 

http://www.weaversguildofrochester.org/center/courses-and-instructors
http://www.weaversguildofrochester.org/center/courses-and-instructors
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 Worsted vs. Woolen: 
The Long and Short of It! 
0228: Sunday, 7/12, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $36 (teens: $20) 
 

You’ve learned the basics of spinning, but you wish you 
had more control over the softness, drape, consistency 
and smoothness of your finished yarn. You’ve heard 
about “long draw” vs. “short draw,” about “woolen” vs. 
“worsted” spinning, but you’d really like to have someone 
show you how they differ, how they’re done, and what it 
means for you and your wheel. Come learn what a 
difference combing and carding make, and expand your 
fiber skill set! 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: Basic spinning skill required: able to spin a 
continuous yarn. 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for fibers and 
handouts  
STUDENT SUPPLIES: Spinning wheel in good working 
condition with several bobbins. Students are welcome to 
bring in fiber about which they may have questions 
regarding best use. Bring wool combs and/or hand 
cards, if you have them. Wool combing requires a 
current tetanus vaccination!  
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 

Spinning for Fineness and Consistency 
0229: Sunday, 7/26, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $36 (teens: $20) 
 

After mastering the basics of handspinning, many 
spinners struggle to spin yarn that is truly consistent in 
grist (diameter), or they wish they could spin a truly 
laceweight yarn. Bring your favorite (or most frustrating!) 
wheel to learn some easy methods for improving your 
confidence and skills, and aim to make the yarn of your 
dreams! 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: Basic spinning skills required: able to spin a 
continuous yarn. 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for fiber 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: Spinning wheel in good working 
order and 1-3 bobbins. 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert

Spinning off a Spindle: Great Wheel, 
Charkha, or Supported Spindle 
0230: Sunday, 8/9, 1-3:30 FEE: $33 (teens: $20) 
 

Spinning off a point—such as a charkha, great wheel, or 
supported spindle—requires a specialized technique for 
drafting with a single hand. Come learn how simple, 
intriguing, and FUN it is to do! If you own any of these 
tools, feel free to bring them—or play with ours! 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: Basic spinning skills required:  able to spin a 
continuous yarn on a drop spindle or spinning wheel 
MATERIALS FEE: $5.00 paid to instructor for fibers. 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: charkha, great wheel, support 
spindle if available 
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert 
 

Making the Most of Handpainted Rovings 
0231: Sunday, 8/23, 1-4:00 FEE: $36 (teens: $20) 
 

Admit it: those handpainted, multicolor rovings are as 
irresistible as chocolate! So you’ve accumulated quite a 
few—or are longing to do so—but you can’t quite figure 
out how to make the colors “sing” in the finished yarn as 
beautifully as they do in the roving. Come learn eight 
different ways to compose a symphony from the “notes” 
in your wool! Bring your working spinning wheel plus 2-4 
bobbins and some roving you’d like to explore—or 
purchase some in class. 
AGE: 16 & up 
LEVEL: Some experience required: must be comfortable 
spinning a continuous yarn. 
MATERIALS FEE: $16.00 paid to instructor for 4 oz. 
handpainted roving, if needed 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: Spinning wheel in good working 
condition 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 
 

Knitting 

 
Monday Courses  
 

Knitter's Choice 
0232: 3 Mondays: 5/4-5/18, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $68 
0233: 5 Mondays: 6/1-6/29, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $103 
0234: 3 Mondays: 7/13-7/27, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $68 
 

Learn to knit, try a new project, work on an existing 
project or perhaps just enjoy knitting with friends and 
having expert help at hand.  
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Any level of experience  
INSTRUCTOR: Lynne Sherwood

Extra Help for Knitting 

with Lynne Sherwood 
 

A 2 1/2 hr. walk-in class during Knitter's Choice 
$15 fee 

For more details, check the website  
weaversguildofrochester.org/center 
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One Skein Wonderful 
0235: 5 Mondays, 8/3-8/31, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $103 
 

What to do with that beautiful single skein of yarn? 
Here’s a chance to find just the right pattern to show it 
off. Instructor will provide patterns or bring your own. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Basic knitting knowledge  
INSTRUCTOR: Lynne Sherwood 
 

Tuesday Courses 
 

Understanding Charts 

0236: Tuesday, 5/5, 6:00-9:00 FEE: $36 (teens: $20) 
 

Intimidated by charts? Does all that graph paper take 
you back to Test Day in sixth grade math?? Fear no 
more! We’ll craft a Lace & Cable dishcloth that will give 
you confidence in reading both your knitted stitches and 
happily relying on the map that charts provide for how 
your finished project will look. Yours can be transformed 
to an elegant shawl or warm winter scarf—or your 
favorite washcloth in the tub. 
AGE: 16 & up 
LEVEL: Basic knowledge: able to knit and purl 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: Worsted weight yarn and 
needles, any size from 6 to 8 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 

Pick and Grin: Continental Knitting 
0237: Tuesday, 5/26, 6:00-8:00 PM 
 FEE: $29 (kids & teens: $20) 
You’re comfortable holding your knitting yarn in your 
right hand, but you’re curious about knitters who hold it 
in their left hand and “pick” their stitches from the left 
needle. It seems faster or more comfortable, somehow—
and it could open new horizons in your stranded knitting 
options, like Fair Isle knitting. Bring some worsted yarn 
and needles to match, and plan to be amazed by how 
easy it is to make the switch! 
AGE: 12 & up 
LEVEL: Basic knowledge, able to knit and purl 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: Worsted weight yarn and 
needles size 6-8 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert

Darn It!—Repair Your Knitting 
0238: Tuesday, 8/11, 6:00-8:30 PM 
 FEE: $33 (teens: $20) 
It happens: your favorite pair of socks or mittens springs 
a leak. The handspun sweater you labored on for years 
gets a snag. Let’s take a deep breath, thread a tapestry 
needle, and discover not just how to repair the damage, 
but how much fun it can be—and how easy! —to do so.  
Bring your damaged goods to class, or come empty-
handed, and walk away rich in skills and confidence! 
AGE: 16 & up 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: Damaged item, tapestry needles, 
yarn, darning eggs if availabe 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 

Beaded Knitting 4 Ways! 
0239: 2 Tuesdays, 8/18 & 8/25, 6:00-8:00 PM FEE: $43 
 

You'll learn easy and fast ways to arrange and string 
beads to suit your knitting needs, as you get started on a 
simple-but-dazzling amulet pouch! We’ll learn a special, 
easy cast-on to create swags with drop-bead accents, 
and then proceed to discover how slight variations in 
stitch patterns can change the effect of even the 
simplest beads.  
AGE: 16 & up 
LEVEL: Basic knowledge: must be able to knit and purl. 
MATERIALS FEE: varies by need, paid to instructor for 
sock yarn, needles, beads if needed 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: One ounce sock- or laceweight 
yarn, appropriate-sized knitting needles, complementary 
(contrasting) seed beads (size 6 AND size 8 or 10); 
complementary drop beads (3) 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
\ 

Wednesday Course 
 

Knitting Fulled Slippers for the Family 
0240: 3 Wednesdays, 7/15-7/29, 6:00-8:00 PM 
 FEE: $57 
Summer is the perfect time for small projects, and the 
best time to get a jump on holiday gifting, too. These 
slippers are worked in bulky yarns on large needles, so 
the knitting flies by! Then you’ll toss them into your 
washing machine (yes, on purpose!) to shrink them to 
the appropriate size. Their shaping is a little 
adventurous, but Marcia will guide you through the hills 
and valleys—and you may find the journey addictive! 
AGE: 16 & up 
LEVEL: Basic knowledge: must be able to knit and purl 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
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Thursday Courses 
 

Sampling New Summer Yarns 
0241: 4 Thursdays, 5/7-5/28, 1:00–3:30 FEE: $85 
 

Sampling the new summer yarns is fun and it’s a great 
way to decide which to use for a summer project. 
Instructor will provide yarns for sampling. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Basic knitting knowledge  
INSTRUCTOR: Lynne Sherwood 
 

Hate DPNs? Learn Magic Loop! 

0242: 2 Thursdays, 5/14 & 5/21, 7:00-8:00 PM FEE: $29 
(kids and teens: $20) 
Magic Loop is the single circular needle solution to 
knitting in the round. Instead of four or five double 
pointed needles, Learn to knit hats, gloves, socks and 
sleeves with just one 42” long circular needle. Also learn 
Magic Loop’s sibling: Traveling Loop, for when your 
circular isn’t long enough. 
AGE: 12 & up  
LEVEL: Advanced beginner & beyond (you can cast on 
and knit) 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: 50 to 100 yards of worsted-
weight yarn for practice 

INSTRUCTOR: Debby Abrahams 

 

Summer Yarn Project 
0243: 4 Thursdays, 6/4-6/25, 1:00–3:30 FEE: $85 
 

Celebrate spring and warm weather with a new project 
made from your favorite new spring yarn. It could be a 
shawl for the chilly air-conditioned restaurant or even a t-
shirt knit in a cool summer yarn. 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Basic knitting knowledge  
INSTRUCTOR: Lynne Sherwood 
 

UFOs: Unfinished Objects (AKA Projects 
that Need Finishing) 
0245: 4 Thursdays, 7/2-7/30 (skip 7/23), 1:00-3:30 
 FEE: $85 
Here's an opportunity to get back to projects that have 
been waiting to be finished or just to continue working on 
a recently started project. Whether it's half way finished 
or barely started, this is the class to get things done.  
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Basic knitting knowledge  
INSTRUCTOR: Lynne Sherwood 
 

Knitter's Choice 
0246: 4 Thursdays: 8/6-8/27, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $85 
 

Learn to knit, try a new project, work on an existing 
project or perhaps just enjoy knitting with friends and 
having expert help at hand.  
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Any level of experience  
INSTRUCTOR: Lynne Sherwood 

 

Friday Courses 
 

Learn to Crochet! 
0247: 2 Fridays, 7/24 & 7/31, 1-3:00 
 FEE: $43 (kids & teens: $20) 
A hook and some string: what could be simpler? Come 
learn the easy skills needed to make a basic chain or 
loop, and form single- and double-crochet stitches. We’ll 
explore reading patterns and graphs, and you’ll be on 
your way to creating the handcrafted work of your 
dreams: baskets, blankets, mittens, hats and shawls! 
Get started on your holiday gift-giving... 
AGE: Kids 8-12, teens & adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: One crochet hook, any size or 
material, size F to I, and smooth worsted-weight yarn 
(variegated yarn can be helpful while learning)  
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 

Learn to Knit! 
0248: 2 Fridays, 8/7 & 8/14, 1:00-3:00 
 FEE: $43 (kids & teens: $20) 
Learn the simple skills required to make anything you 
can imagine, using just sticks and string. We’ll cover the 
basic skills:  casting on, knitting, purling, and binding 
off—and discuss what the next options are, including 
reading patterns!   
AGE: Kids 8-12, teens & adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: smooth, worsted-weight yarn and 
a pair of knitting needles, any size from 6 to 9 
INSTRUCTOR: Marcia Weinert 
 

Dyeing 

 

Indigo 1, 2, 3! 
0249: Saturday, 5/2, 10:00-4:00  FEE: $57 (teens: $20) 
Paid registration received by 4/ 21 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies. 
Michel Garcia’s famous natural fermentation vat is a 
fructose vat using entirely non-chemical and 
environmentally (and skin!) friendly techniques. The 
fructose vat is easy to put together and to use. This 
workshop will explain three different formulas to use, the 
benefits of each and the basics for dyeing with natural 
indigo as well as choice and preparation of the textile to 
be dyed. Instructor will also show an easy way to 
hydrate natural indigo so that it is easier to use. Students 
will come away with enough knowledge to set up their 
own vats and start working with indigo at home. Bring 
lunch or purchase locally. 
AGE: Teen & adults 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
MATERIALS FEE: $24.00 paid to instructor for Natural 
indigo, chemicals, all fibers needed 
INSTRUCTOR:  Mary Ann Proia
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Intro to Acid Dyes: Color Wheels to Dye For 
0250: 5/5-5/6, Tuesday 1:30-3:30, Wednesday 10-3:30  
 FEE: $68 (teens: $20) 
Paid registration received by 4/28 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.  
Learn how to work with Washfast Acid Dyes on wool and 
silk as you team up with other participants to dye a color 
wheel using only three of the “pure” colors. You’ll go 
home with swatches of at least 12 hues to arrange 
around a circle in “rainbow order.” The swatches will 
function as a dye color reference tool and/or may even 
be mounted for a hanging. You’ll be working as teams, 
so if class is large enough more than one “set” of pure 
colors may be used to create alternative “wheels”—each 
uniquely beautiful. No previous dyeing experience is 
needed and the materials fee of $25 includes 
handouts/instructions and all fiber and dye materials. 
This is a “no prep” class: just bring rubber gloves and 
your love of color. Bring lunch or purchase locally. 
AGE: 16 and up 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed,  
MATERIALS FEE: $25.00 paid to instructor for 
handouts, instructions, goods to be dyed and all dyes 
and auxiliaries 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: Instructor will send to 
participants prior to class. 
INSTRUCTOR:  Joyce Robards 
 

Shibori 
0251: 2 Saturdays, 6/6 & 6/13, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $99 
Paid registration received by 5/28 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.  
Shibori is the beautiful Japanese resist technique that 
produces controlled patterns on fabric. Come and learn 
how to do both the tied and stitched methods. The first 
class, we will learn the binding and the second class we 
will learn how to dye them using both indigo and MX 
reactive dyes. Bring lunch or purchase locally. 
AGE: Adults 
LEVEL: Must have basic knowledge of how to use a 
needle and thread 
MATERIALS FEE: $30.00 paid to instructor for fabric, 
thread, bindings and dyes 
INSTRUCTOR:  Mary Ann Proia

Dyer’s Choice 
0252: Sunday, 6/7, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $57 (teens: $20) 
0253: Wednesday, 8/5, 10:00-4:00 
 FEE: $57 (teens: $20) 
Here is your chance to do dye painting and/or immersion 
dyeing with fibers and synthetic dyes of your choice. We 
will begin by looking at examples and discussing basic 
dyeing options, classes of dyes and how to choose 
which class to use. Dyeing procedures and techniques, 
and differences between immersion and painting will be 
covered. Next you will be guided through your dye 
project: design, fiber and dye preparation and 
introduction of dye to fiber. The instructor will contact you 
prior to the start of class to discuss your specific 
interests. All dyes and auxiliaries will be supplied. You’ll 
need to bring your fiber, gloves, particle filtering mask, 
and lunch.  
AGE: Teens & Adults  
LEVEL: Beginner to experienced  
MATERIALS FEE: $15.00 paid to instructor for 
handouts, all dyes and auxiliaries  
INSTRUCTOR: Joyce Robards  
 

Celebrate the Sun with Cyanotypes 
0254: Saturday, 6/20, 1:00-4:00  FEE: $36 (teens: $20) 
 

Cyanotypes are a simple but beautiful way to use 
photography without a camera. Participants will make 
several cyanotype photograms on fabric and paper using 
plants and other objects. The treated material will be 
exposed to create an image rich in color. We will tone 
images to change colors. Participants can bring small 
non-precious objects or leaves from home for use.  Wear 
old clothes or bring an apron.  
AGE: 16 & up 
LEVEL: No prior experience needed 
MATERIALS FEE: $12.00 paid to instructor for fabric, 
paper, chemicals, handouts, botanical materials 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: small non precious objects or 
leaves (optional) 
INSTRUCTOR: Linda J. VanArtsdalen 
 

 



Summer 2020 Get up-to-date information at weaversguildofrochester.org/courses Page 9 

Painted Blanks=Sock Magic! 
0255: Saturday, 6/27, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $36 
 

Use dyes to “paint” a sock blank and enjoy the wonder of 
color and the resulting patterns as you unravel it to knit a 
pair of socks...or a hat…or a shawl! You can add 
random color with abandon or pre-plan the overall 
design and you’ll learn how to add those sweet 
“sprinkles” of color you may have seen and wondered 
about in commercially dyed yarns. You may bring your 
own knit blank of wool or wool/nylon blend or—with 
advance notice—purchase one from the instructor. 
Complete instructions and all the other things needed to 
complete the project are included in the $ 12 materials 
fee. The cost of each blank—enough to knit two socks—
will be between $15 and $20 depending on supplier’s 
cost at the time of the class. Sounds like fun but you 
don’t really want more socks? Weavers should consider 
what it might look like woven up—and you could be 
dyeing both warp and weft at the same time! 
AGE: Adult 
LEVEL: Novice to experienced 
MATERIALS FEE: $12.00 paid to instructor 
INSTRUCTOR: Joyce Robards 
 

Gradation Dyeing 
0256: Friday, 7/10, 10:00-4:00 FEE: $57 (teens: $20) 
 

Values from light to dark and nearly invisible transitions 
from color to color help make our textile work both 
subtler and more exciting. This class is geared to the 
weaver—especially the tapestry weaver—the cross 
stitcher, knitter or crocheter who just doesn’t find in 
commercially dyed yarns the range of color they want 
and need to express themselves in their work. Students 
will bring their own pre-made skeins prepared according 
to directions sent by the instructor and work with the 
fiber of their choice—wool, silk, cotton, Tencel, 
embroidery floss—and use synthetic dyes to create their 
sets, or families, of yarns smoothly graded in value, or 
color, or both.  Previous dyeing experience is not 
required.   
AGE: Teens & Adults  
LEVEL: Beginner to experienced  
MATERIALS FEE: $15.00 paid to instructor for 
handouts, all dyes and auxiliaries  
INSTRUCTOR: Joyce Robards

Intro to MX Fiber Reactive Dyes: Color 
Wheels to Dye For 
0257: 7/16-7/17, Thursday 1:30-3:30, Friday 10-3:30 
 FEE: $68 (teens: $20) 
Paid registration received by 7/9 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.  
Learn how to work with MX Fiber Reactive Dyes on 
cotton and Tencel as you team up with other participants 
to dye a color wheel using only three of the “pure” colors. 
You’ll go home with swatches of at least 12 hues to 
arrange around a circle in “rainbow order.” The swatches 
will function as a dye color reference tool and/or may 
even be mounted for a hanging. You’ll be working as 
teams, so if class is large enough more than one “set” of 
pure colors may be used to create alternative “wheels”—
each uniquely beautiful. No previous dyeing experience 
is needed and the materials fee of $25 includes 
handouts/instructions and all fiber and dye materials. 
This is a “no prep” class: just bring rubber gloves and 
your love of color. Bring lunch or purchase locally. 
AGE 16 & up 
LEVEL:  No prior experience needed,  
MATERIALS FEE: $25.00 paid to instructor for 
handouts, instructions, goods to be dyed and all dyes 
and auxiliaries 
STUDENT SUPPLIES: Instructor will send to 
participants prior to class. 
INSTRUCTOR:  Joyce Robards 
 

Felting 
 
 

Get Sloshed: 
Beads, Ropes, Coasters and Globes 
0258: Friday, 8/21, 1:00-3:00 
 FEE: $29 (kids & teens $20) 
Come play with a rainbow of unspun wool and some 
soapy water to discover how some of the very first fabric 
was made! All materials and tools provided. We’ll 
discover how to turn wool into jewelry, toys, clothes, and 
household decorations in a sloshy whirlwind of fun: four 
projects in just two hours!! 
AGE: 10 to Adult 
LEVEL: no prior experience required 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 for wool fiber 
INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Weinert 
 

Gift Certificates 

For 

Fiber Artists 
 

Whether it is Mother’s Day or birthday or some 
other special occasion, a fiber artist will welcome a 
gift certificate for a WaFAC class. 
 

For more information, leave a message at the 
Center's phone 585-377-2955 or e-mail Peg 
Cherre at margaret@secondwindjewelry.com 

mailto:margaret@secondwindjewelry.com
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Other Fiber Techniques 
 

Macramé Shopping Tote     
0267: Saturday, 5/9, 1:00-5:00 FEE: $43 (teens: $20)  
0268: Saturday, 8/15, 1:00-5:00 FEE: $43 (teens: $20)  
 

No more plastic bags at the store! Make a practical, 
washable macramé shopping tote to use and reuse on 
your shopping excursions. 
AGE: Teens & Adults  
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience. 
MATERIALS FEE: $6.00 paid to instructor for cotton 
cording and written instructions 
INSTRUCTOR:  Melita Gill 
 

Bookbinding: Butterfly Binding 
0259: Saturday, 5/30, 1:00-5:00 FEE: $43 (teens: $20) 
Paid registration received by 5/20 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.  
 

This is a simple but elegant Japanese binding style. We 
will explore decorative papers for the inside and the 
cover of this style of binding as well as the other 
materials needed to create a handmade book. You will 
learn how to stitch the pages and cover together and 
create a lovely book perfect for yourself or a gift. 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience 
MATERIALS FEE: $8.00 paid to instructor for paper for 
inside, paper for cover, waxed linen, instructions 
INSTRUCTOR:  Melita Gill 
 

Bookbinding: Single Needle Coptic Stitch 
0260: 2 Sundays, 6/21 & 6/28, 1:00-4:00 FEE: $57 
Paid registration received by 6/11 allows time for 
instructor to prepare supplies.  
 

Coptic stitch is a great book binding technique for 
making a journal, sketchbook, or any other book where 
you want the pages open flat.  It creates an open, but 
functional and decorative back binding for a book. The 
first class will be making decorative front and back 
covers and preparing the pages. The second class will 
be sewing the pages and covers together using the 
single needle coptic stitch technique with the option of 
adding embellishments to make your unique book. 
AGE: Adults 
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for paper 
(for inside) bookboard for cover, glue, waxed linen, 
instructions 
INSTRUCTOR:  Melita Gill 
 

Kumihimo Basics 
0261: 2 Tuesdays, 7/7-7/14, 1:00-3:30 FEE: $50 
 

This ancient Japanese braiding technique is perfect for 
creating narrow wares---with or without beads—for use 
as jewelry, ties and trims, closures for garments, and 
even more. You may choose to use the traditional 
braiding stand, called a dai, or equipment as simple as a 
foam or cardboard disc. Materials and use of equipment 
are supplied, but you may wish to bring ribbons, yarns 
and beads you’d especially like to incorporate. No 
previous experience is required; advanced braiders will 
learn new techniques. Warning: Kumihimo may be 
addictive! Bring lunch or purchase locally. 
AGE:16 & up 
LEVEL: All levels 
MATERIALS FEE: $15.00 paid to instructor for supplies 
& instructions 
INSTRUCTOR: Joyce Robards 
 

Bookbinding: Multi-needle Coptic Stitch 
0262: 2 Saturdays, 7/11 and 7/18, 1:00-4:00  FEE: $57 
 

Coptic stitch is a great book binding technique for 
making a journal, sketchbook, or any other book where 
you want the pages to open flat. It creates an open, but 
functional and decorative back binding for a book. The 
first class will be making the cover and preparing the 
pages. The second class will be sewing the pages and 
covers together using a multi-needle technique with the 
option of adding embellishments to make your unique 
book. 
AGE: Adults 
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for paper 
(for inside) board for cover, glue, waxed linen, 
instructions 
INSTRUCTOR:  Melita Gill 
 

Macramé Wall Hanging 
0263: 2 Tuesdays, 7/21 & 7/28 1:00-4:00 
 FEE: $57 (kids & teens: $20) 
Using a bulky cotton yarn, students will learn the 
techniques to make a fun and trendy macramé wall 
hanging. The first day class we will explore a variety of 
macramé knots and work on designing your wall 
hanging. The second class we will be knotting, knotting, 
knotting our way to create a unique piece for your room. 
AGE: 10 & up  
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience. 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for Macramé 
yarn and handouts 
INSTRUCTOR:  Melita Gill 
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Ply-Splitting 

0264: 4 Thursdays, 8/6-8/27 1:30-3:30 FEE: $71 
 

In ply-splitting the cords do not wrap around one another 
as in knotting, nor go over/under as in weaving, but with 
the help of just one simple ingenious tool, a cord actually 
splits, or goes through another. This creates a firm 
structure with many color patterns possible. This class 
will focus on making a square-based basket/vessel 
ranging from about 3 inches tall for a novice to 6 inches 
tall for the more experienced splitter. Materials cost will 
be dependent on your choice/size of project. Class fee 
includes use of the grip-fid tool during the course. You 
may also chose to purchase the tool and/or to supply 
your own cords.  
AGE: Adults  
LEVEL: novice to experienced  
MATERIALS FEE: varies (as defined in course 
description) 
INSTRUCTOR Joyce Robards

Bookbinding:  
Multi-Section Soft-Cover Book 
0265 Saturday, 8/8, 1:00-5:00 FEE: $43 (teens: $20) 
 

In this class we will make a small book using two or 
more book sections that will be sewn together within a 
decorative paper cover. We will learn characteristics of 
papers best used for the inside and the cover in the 
creating of a handmade book. 
AGE: Teens & Adults 
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience 
MATERIALS FEE: $10.00 paid to instructor for paper for 
inside, paper for cover, waxed linen, instructions 
INSTRUCTOR:  Melita Gill 
 

Macramé Water Bottle Holder 
0266: Tuesday, 8/11, 1:00-5:00 
 FEE: $43 (kids & teens $20) 
Tired of carrying your water bottle everywhere? Learn to 
create a stylish over the shoulder macramé holder that 
will fit a variety of sizes of bottles. Make one for yourself 
or a friend. 
AGE: 10 & up  
LEVEL: Beginners or some experience. 
MATERIALS FEE: $6.00 paid to instructor for cording 
and written instructions 
INSTRUCTOR: Melita Gill 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Introduce Your Kids to the World of Fibre 
 

Through a generous grant from the estate of Joy Dusking, we are able to offer many of our one-
day classes and several other beginner classes at a special reduced rate of $20 for children and 
teens. Please look at the listings carefully to find programs that will be of interest to the young 
people in your life. Encourage them to come with a friend! 
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       Registration Form 
 

 
Name______________________________________________________ Email ________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________ City_______________ State______ ZIP _________ 
 
Phone ____________________ Member of Weavers’ Guild of Rochester?  Y  N   Birthdate (if under 18) _____________  
 
If you have any special or medical needs, please specify  
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

List all courses you wish to attend.  
 

All materials fees are paid directly to the instructor. Please do not include these with your payment of course fees 
 

 
Course # 

 
Course title 

 
Fee 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

(Do not include Materials Fees)                           Total Course Fees enclosed 
 

 

Register early. Classes are filled in 

the order in which paid registrations are 
received. 
 
Course refunds are given if a course is 
canceled due to under enrollment or if 
you withdraw 10 days before the first 
class.  
 

Questions? Contact us by email: 

registrar@weaversguildofrochester.org 
or leave a message at 585-377-2955

Register online. Search for the 

courses you wish to take on the 
Center’s website: 
weaversguildofrochester.org/courses 
 
Browse by medium or instructor. Click 
on course title for details. You must 
have an account and be logged in to 
register. Pay by credit card. 

Register by mail. Send registration 

form and check or money order for the 
course amount payable to Weavers’ 
Guild of Rochester, Inc. Send to 
 

WEAVING & FIBER ARTS CENTER 
ATTN Registrar 
Piano Works Mall, Studio 1740 
349 West Commercial Street 
East Rochester, NY 14445 
 

There is a $35 charge for checks 
returned for insufficient fund



 

 


