
FAQs for Scholarship Applicants
Publication date: May 2013

Q: Do I have to specify the AMOUNT of the scholarship I'd like to have or can I just guesstimate?
A: You must list the specific course, equipment, supplies required and the cost of each when possible. If 
you do not have this information, you should read the following Q and A’s.

Q: I'd like to take a SERIES of classes such as Beginning, Intermediate, and Advanced Basket Weaving, 
which are usually taught in sequence over 3 semesters. Do I have to apply separately for each?
A: Apply for the series as a single unit, listing each course, scheduled date, and fee separately. If you do 
not have the specific information, you should read the following Q and A’s.

Q: What if I don't know yet the exact DATES for the class(es)?
A: Contact the instructor to get the projected dates, or if that's not possible, extrapolate based on how the 
series was scheduled in the past. For example, if Beginning Basket Weaving is usually taught every fall, 
with Intermediate and Advanced classes following in winter and spring, respectively, state this in your 
application.

Q: What if the fees have not been published yet and I can't provide COST ESTIMATES?
A: Contact the instructor or registrar to determine the costs, and if that's not possible, state this in your 
application and give estimates based on previous offerings for the same class.

Q: I'd like to attend EGLFC or MAFA or Stitches or Convergence, but don't have any particular classes 
in mind. Is it necessary to state specific classes?
A: Because the scholarships are intended for educational purposes only, applicants must specify the 
particular class, course or project that they wish to take; without a specified goal, scholarships cannot be 
granted.

Q: I received a WGR scholarship a couple of years ago; when can I apply for a SECOND?
A: You may submit your application no earlier than 24 months after the March or June or November 
submission deadline at which you were awarded your previous scholarship. So for example, if you were 
awarded the first scholarship at the March 2013 deadline, a subsequent application could not be 
considered until the March 2015 scholarship application deadline.

Q: I was awarded a scholarship and completed the class, and created a small exhibit of the new 
techniques for display at WGR meetings. Is there anything else I have to do to fulfill my obligations for 
the scholarship?
A: Yes - ALL recipients must send a letter including all three of the items below to the Scholarship 
Committee. Failure to do so disqualifies you for further scholarships.

1. you have completed such-and-such a class or courses or project on such-and-such a date,
2. provide some form of receipt demonstrating how the award was used. This could be a print out of the 
email notifying you of your acceptance in a class or workshop, an invoice from WaFAC, a receipt 
written by you and signed by your instructor, your name tag from a conference with a website or 
brochure listing the costs of your class, registration, etc. As you can see, there is any number of ways to 



show how the money was spent.
3. specify how you have shared your experience, as you indicated you would in your application.

Q: Why does WGR require written confirmation & RECEIPTS showing I took the class?
A: Because WGR is a non-profit organization, it is required by the IRS to maintain records of income 
and expenditures. For alternatives to a receipt, see above.

Q: I'd like to apply for a scholarship, but I'm really not comfortable SHARING the experience in front of 
a group or writing about it. Do I have to do that?
A: No. The option NOT to share with the Guild is an option on the application form. Choosing this 
option will not affect the amount of the award. However, there are several other ways of sharing, some 
of which are listed on the application. If you would like to propose an alternative, call or email a 
Scholarship Committee member and an alternative can be planned.

Q: I'm a NEW member of the Guild, and I'd like to learn to weave. Am I eligible for a scholarship even 
though I have NO PREVIOUS BACKGROUND in fiberwork?
A: Yes. Describe whatever life experiences have led to your interest in weaving, or just tell us about 
your background.

Q: The application instructions say funds may be awarded for a "class, conference or extended 
PROJECT". What does this include?
A: The learning experience may include WaFAC classes, a series of WaFAC classes, classes taught at 
local community colleges, adult education courses, museum courses, classes offered by fiber businesses 
such as Village Yarn & Fiber or JoAnn's Fabrics, online classes, classes taught at fiber conventions and 
conferences, fiber-focused retreats, workshops presented by WGR or at fiber festivals such as Finger 
Lakes Fiber Festival or Rhinebeck's New York State Sheep and Wool festival or Convergence. If you 
have a unique project in mind, contact the Committee for a mentor to help design your project.

Q: This seems very complicated. Is there any way I can get help in filling out an application?
A: Samples of applications and letters are available in this document. If you would like further help, you 
may contact a member of the Scholarship Committee who will be give you the names if Guild members 
who will assist you confidentially to fill out an application and write the supporting letter.



                                                          April 10, 2013

Dear Scholarship Committee, 

I would like to apply for a scholarship to take a series of classes.  I have only been a member of the 
Weavers' Guild of Rochester for a couple of months, but according to the application instructions I am 
still eligible, is that correct?

I have been a quilter and knitter for many years, and have made many practical articles for my family, 
including quilts and lap robes, table runners and placemats, wallhangings and warm bathrobes.  I have 
knitted baby clothes and blankets, scarves, mittens, shawls, afghans, and recently, sweaters.

Until introduced to your weavers' guild within the past year, it never occurred to me that I might try 
weaving, but since joining I've come to realize how versatile woven fabric can be, and I am very eager 
to learn.  I don't have a loom, but have rented one from WGR, and although fun, I found it somewhat 
intimidating.  What I think would work best for me is to take a beginner course and learn the loom and 
the basics of weaving before moving on to try something on my own.  I do plan to buy a loom 
eventually, but want to try it first.

I would like to take the beginning weaving course through WGR's Weaving and Fiber Art Center, but 
have only Monday and Tuesday evenings free, and none of the scheduled classes work with my 
schedule.  I did find a series of 3 weaving courses offered through Arachnia Fibers & Yarns in Greece, 
taught by Margaret Bellflower, that runs from 7-9:30 pm on Tuesday nights.  The first course is 
Beginning Weaving I, and runs from July 9th through August 27th, the second is Beginning Weaving II 
and runs from September 9th through October 28th, and the last is Not Quite Beginning Weaving III and 
runs from November 4th through December 23rd.

I would like to apply for the full price of the courses, $495.

I would be pleased to create a display for the Guild, as a way of "giving back" for the  scholarship.  My 
idea is a series of samples showing the progression of complexity of techniques learned in the courses, 
with detailed labels to make it self-explanatory.  

         Thank you,
         Lily Potter





                                                          April 10, 2013

Dear Scholarship Committee, 

I am Delores Umbridge and I have been a WGR member for 7 years.  I have been weaving since I was 
in high school, and was an avid participant in the fiber crafts club.  Over the years I have explored many 
different weaves, including twill, block weaving, overshot, doubleweave, shadow weave and others, 
having started on a rigid heddle loom and moving on a 4 harness floor loom, and later to an 8 harness 
table loom.

I am going to vacation in Spain this summer, staying with my sister in the city of Santiago de 
Compostela, in Galicia, an autonomous community in northwest Spain.  She told me about a local fiber 
artist who will be giving a series of classes on Spanish weaving traditions.  One class in particular 
interests me, and is offered during my stay.  It is a Felpa Weaving Course: Introduction to Galician loop-
pile fabric weaving.  A local, Galician technique, traditional in north Spain, felpa creates a very tactile 
fabric and enables one to design free-hand.  It is traditionally used to weave cushions, hangings or 
bedspreads.  

My family comes from this area in Spain, and I would like to learn more about our traditional crafts, 
especially weaving.  The course title is "The Felpa Weaving Taster Course", and it runs from 10 June 
through 21 June 2013.  It is being taught by Lluis Grau of the Anna Champeney Estudio Textil in  
Ribeira Sacra, Galicia.  The course costs $635 US dollars, and I would like to apply for $550 (the 
maximum amount, yes?) to enable me to take the two-week class.

The application indicated that some scholaships are available that carry no requirement for sharing the 
experience with the guild.  If it is possible, I would prefer this option.  If not, please let me know so we 
can work something out.

I appreciate the opportunity that WGR is extending to its members, and thank the Scholarship 
Committee for considering my application.

Sincerely,
Delores Umbridge




